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Feeding grass silage to fattening pigs (OK-Net
Ecofeed Practice Abstract)

Applicability box

Current production systems compromise pig health and welfare through a lack of Theme
structural feed components, which is associated with the development of gastric ulcers.  Pigs - Animal health and welfare - Animal
husbandry - Production systems

Geographical coverage

Feeding a diet which includes roughage, like grass silage, increases pig gut health. In all countries

Application time
Any time

A reduction in gastric ulcers leads to increased animal welfare. Additionally, roughage, Required time

such as grass silage, may satisfy the pigs’ need for rooting and lead to a reduction in tail  1iqe needed to feed pigs
biting. Furthermore, the pigs are occupied with feeding for longer periods of time,
which leads to a reduction in boredom. As grass silage has a good nutritional value, itis  period of impact

an ideal supplement to concentrate feed. Immediate Impact

Equipment
No special machinery needed

Best in
Fattening Pigs

e Provide fattening pigs with roughage on a daily basis (minimum 100-300 grams per pig every day)

e Grass silage is an ideal roughage: it is very attractive for the pigs due to its taste and consistency. Besides grass silage, grass, hay,
and other types of silage have comparable effects on health and welfare.

¢ To avoid feed waste and to provide good access, place feed in racks at an optimal height.

e Place racks away from areas where pigs rest in order to avoid disturbances.
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T
Feeding roughage, in this case fresh grass, to fattening pigs (Marion Nitsch,
FiBL)

Gastric ulcer in fattening pigs (Mirjam Holinger, FiBL)

Video

The video “Feeding pigs: effect of silage” is available at the Organic Farm Knowledge platform.
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